University at Buffalo School of Law

Digital Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law
The Opinion Newspaper

The Opinion

9-1-1955

The Opinion Volume 6 Number 2 – September 1, 1955
The Opinion

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/the_opinion
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Legal History Commons

Recommended Citation
The Opinion, "The Opinion Volume 6 Number 2 – September 1, 1955" (1955). The Opinion Newspaper. 19.
https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/the_opinion/19

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the The Opinion at Digital Commons @ University at
Buffalo School of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Opinion Newspaper by an authorized administrator
of Digital Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law. For more information, please contact
lawscholar@buffalo.edu.

UNIVERSITY OF BUFFALO LAW SCHOOL

WELCOME

~

. BACK,
FRIENDS!
Vol. 6--No. 2

0~

SEPTEMBER, 1955

Professional Character Of School
Stressed In Welcome To Freshmen
The editors of the OPINION have kindly given me space to
extend greetings, on behalf of the Faculty, to the First Year
Class. We know that you approach the first classes with doubt
and trepidation. We also know that this feeling wears off as
you become accustomed to the new atmosphere and new methods.
It is not easy to determine what can be said, in brief space, to
hasten your adjustment. But there is one general · observation
which may prove helpful to you.
Yoti will not und!!rstand what
the Faculty is trying to do unless
you keep steadily in mind that you
have entered a professional school.
You are expec~to do more than
acquire a · body of new information
and master a new skill for using
that information, although you
will devote enormous time and
effort to tlh.ose two purposes. In
deed, this part of your work alone
will require closer reading, harder
and more critical thinking thaa
has been asked of you before. It
will also require a care in prepar
ation and an attention to class dis
cussion which necessitate real ef
fort on your part.
Laying the Foundation

The reasons for emphasizing the
professional character of your
study are two. The first is that you
are not in Law School merely to
cram into your heads enough
knowledge to get past the Law
School exams and the Bar Exam
inations. You are laying the foun
dation for a lifetime bf a kind of
work which for centuries has pro
vided a challenge to men of out
standing capacity and devotion.
The Faculty will be trying to help
you make that a foundation solid
enough to permit you to grow
throughout your professional ca
reer, to solve the still undefinable
problems which will confront the
law in your generation. But they
can only help, they cannot do it
all for you,
The second reason is that the
responsibilities of members of the
Bar go far beyond making a living
and providing honest, skillful rep
resentation of a client's interests.
They include unending concern for
and participation in the improve
ment both of the machinery for
administering justice and of the
effectiveness of our rules of Jaw in
furthering the ideals of American
I life. The Faculty feels it to be
WELCOME FRESHMEN
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We Pay Tribute
To Dr. 'Alden
Last month Dr, Carlos C. Alden
died, a scant year after his retire
ment from active teaching at the
Law School. At the end of his last
PROF. LAGOMARCINO
PROF. TOUSTER
.year here, the ADVOCATE, the
the Law School yearbook, published
the following dedication, which we
have been graciously allowed to
reprint; other memorials will be
written by more famous men, but
none will come so close to verbal
The OPINION is happy to welcome, on behalf of the Law
izing what Dr. Alden meant to us,
and the rest of those whom he School, two new members of the Faculty, who will be teaching
taught over so many years.
full time for the coming year. Prof. Paul D. Lagomarcino received

-

Profs. Lagomarcino And Touster
Join Law School Faculty

'

Dr. Carlos C. Alden this year
rounds out a full half-century of
service to the University of Buffalo
School of Law, during which he
was Dean · for thirty-two years.
Born in Washington, Illinois, he
had moved to New York City via
Bangor, Maine, when he was off
ered the Deanship in 1904. Since
he had traveled such a circuitous
route to the School, the general
consensus seemed to be that he
must now be made to settle down
for a while; he has since became
so much more than just a part of
the Law School that for the past
three decades any hint that Dr.
Alden might consider moving away
would have been fighting words to
the whole school.
It would be impossible to begin
to list his honors and achievements
in the field of law, for he has long
been an indefatigable scholar, but
two items must be mentioned. He
served for thirty-three years as
President of the Legal Aid Bureau,
of which he was one of the found
ers; and, of course, the School is
familiar with, and proud of, the
Alden Gold Key Award, given in
recognition of outstanding contri
bution by a Jaw student to the
field of legak publlcation. '
There arei 1things that are conTRIBUTE TO DR. ALDEN
(Continued on Page Two)

his B.A. from the University of Iowa, and his LL.B. from George
Washington University in 1949. During World War II he was
first attached to the 7th Air Force as a navigator; later he served
as Assistant Trial Judge Aqvocate of the Fifth Air Force General
Court Martial.
immediately following rus gradu
ation from Law School he became
associated with the firm of Coving_
ton and Burling, in Washington,
D, C. In 1953 he joined the Inter
nal Revenue Service, and at the
time of his resignation was Trial
Attorney in charge of the Buffalo
office of the New York Regional
Counsel. He is married to the for
mer Marian Allison McCrillis, of
Northampton Mass., and has two
sons. in the coming term he will
teach Taxation.
Prof. Saul Touster received his
A.B. from Harvard in 1944, his
LL.B. from Harvard Law School
in 1948. During the last war he
served with the U. s. Navy as a
deck officer on a tanker In the
South Paclfic.~om 1949 to 1950
he was an ass elate ~- the firm of
Isseks, Meyers
d V rdon in New
York City, s ~auz· g in anti
trust cases.
In 1950 he became associated
with the Edward H, Benton firm,
also of New York; he has also
served as secretary and general
counsel to the Henry Kaufman
Campgrounds, an organization in,

volved in day-camping activities
and community center work, He
is married to the former Helen
Davidson of Meridien, Idaho, and
ne)lt term will teach Contracts
and the New seminar in Legal
History.

Mrs. Moir Retires;
To Bake Lemon Pies.
One day in April, 1924, .Mrs..
Katherine Moir entered the Law
School and embarked on a career·
of keeping the place in order. Two•
weeks ago she put away her dust
cloths and other equipment after
thirty-one years of doing just that.
She has more seniority on the job
than any professor-Mr. Laidlaw
arrived a couple of years after she
did-and she has observed the com
ings and goings of half a dozen
Deans.
For the last eight years, three of
them in the Old School, she has
MRS. Mom RETIRES
(Continued on Page Two)
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their obligation to help you achieve
the background and .the critical
approach to the law which are es
sential to the discharge of those
responsibilities.
.....,
If you keep these observations
in mind, the approach of the vari
ous members of the Faculty in
the different courses will be more
understandable. And you will soon
be able to begin 'to experience in
Law School some of the endless
stimulus of the profession. In this
way you will find in Law School
a rewarding experience as well as
a sound foundation for "your life's
work.
-JMOb D. HymOJ1, Dean

BUFFALO DAILY
LAW JOURNAL

what we will carry away with us
into our own practice. We will
remember a man who loves the
law, but who Is keenly aware of
its faults and has done an enor
mous amo~t of work to correct
them; a man who never loses sight
of the human factor in a field
which is so largely concerned with
distilled ideas rather than persons;
a man who exemplifies to the high
est degree the ethics and fair play
he ihas unceasingly sought to in
still in his students. No one who
nas heard him wilI ev_er forget
that magnificent voice, insisting
that the law is not a panacea but
a last resort, to be employed when
all other means have failed.
Through his lips speak Honesty,
Humor, and Dignity, and for these
the "Doc" will outlive all of us.
We have said that it is impossible to detail the honors and •accomplishments of the man in this
short space, but it is not impossible
to render our own small measure
of thanks to the Fates for having
given us a share of Dr. Alden's
fifty years at the School. ----.._
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been assigned to the Library, Here
the problem was to keep the tra
ditional dusty tomes dusted AND
IN ORDER, which she has done
with her customary excellence. For
the bleary-eyed early birds her

chuckling "Good Morning" was
often the only bright aspect of an
otherwise cheerless winter morn
ing, and we will miss it in the
coming year.
She retires to keep house for
her son, Edwin G. Moir, and "to
bake a lemon pie"; we hope she
now will have time to bake a
thousand.
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